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GEPL341, Trimester 2 2016 
Section A: 
Write a short answer to all FIVE (5) questions in this section. 
Each question is worth 10 marks with the overall section worth 50 marks. 


1. What is biogeography and why is it not generally regarded as an experimental science? 


2. From a general perspective, how has biogeography been useful to agriculture? Provide 
some examples. 


3. Describe remediation as a biogeographical issue at the species level. 
4. Describe tolerance with reference to optimum and suboptimum ranges. 


5. Briefly describe dispersal as a biogeographical issue. 


Section B: 

Write an extended written response or essay to ONE (1) question from the THREE (38) 
questions provided. 

This section is worth 25 marks. 


6. Describe and elaborate on common patterns in vegetation and the associated sampling 
constraints in terms of scale 


7. What are the inherent difficulties with studying birds and what are some methods used 
to sample birds? Elaborate with examples. 


8. How does the lithosphere feature in an environmental gradient, including, the impacts 
of heavy metals on plant distribution? Use relevant examples to supplement your 
answer. 
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Section C: 

Write an extended written response or essay to ONE (1) question from the THREE (38) 
questions provided. 

This section is worth 25 marks. 


9. With the use of examples, elaborate on medium and long term threats to 
ecosystems. 


10. Discuss the notion that agriculture remains one of the greatest examples of 
human impact on biogeography. Support your answer with reference to 
agricultural history, centres of origin, desired traits in agricultural crops, and 
specific case studies. 


11. Discuss the elements of natural environmental change and differentiate them in 
terms of scale. 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may result in 
the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


